
              Educational Visits and Outdoor Learning 

            Framwellgate Moor Primary School 

 

In consultation of staff we confirmed that: 

Children will learn through having: 

 A wealth of Outdoor Learning experiences which are an integral part of 

the curriculum. 

 Teachers who embrace outdoor Learning with enjoyment and 

confidence. 

 An environment which provides stimulating and interactive learning. 

 Resources which are easily accessible for independent learning. 

 

Introduction 

Our school offers children a broad and balanced curriculum that promotes 

their spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development, and 

prepares them for the opportunities and experiences of adult life.  We seek to 

ensure that the National Curriculum is delivered to all children, regardless of 

social background, race, gender or differences in ability.  All are entitled to 

the development of knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes. 

 

To enrich the curriculum for our children, we also offer a range of 

educational off-site visits and other outdoor activities that add to what they 

learn in school.  An off-site visit is any visit or outing which involves 

taking children out of the school grounds and into another environment. 

 

 



We believe that making off-site visits provides opportunities to: 

 Broaden the appeal of a topic 

 Provide visual stimulus 

 Give first hand experiences 

 Make a topic more meaningful 

 Make learning memorable 

 Gain additional learning 

 Provide multi-sensory experiences not possible in school 

 Be in another environment 

 Apply classroom learning to the real world 

 Enable children to gain independence 

 Learn how to behave in different circumstances 

 Experience unfamiliar, new situations 

 Meet other people and relate to others 

 Have fun! 

Organisation 

The National Curriculum and Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 

defines what we teach children in school and in September 2014 we 

introduced the New Curriculum across our school.  We endeavour to ensure 

that our curriculum is ‘skill-based’ and integrate the new approach of single 

year planning.  In addition to this, teachers agree the corresponding 

opportunities for Outdoor Learning and programme of visits for each 

academic year. 

 

Within each class’s programme of work the teachers plan educational visits 

and activities that support the children’s learning.  Details of these visits and 

activities are given to parents before they take place. 

 



Visits and activities usually take place within the school day.  We follow the 

LA’s guidance relating to Health and Safety, and we ask parents written 

permission for their child to take part in any activity that takes children off 

the school site.  If we do not receive this written permission, the child will be 

unable to participate. 

 

Curriculum Links 

All educational visits and activities support and enrich the work we do in 

school.  There are also a number of people who visit the school to support our 

work.  Some visits relate directly to areas of learning for individual classes, 

whilst others relate to all our children. 

For each subject in the curriculum we are developing a corresponding 

programme of activities which will include visits by specialists.  All of these 

activities are in line with guidance published by the LA.  Possible activities 

include: 

 English – theatre visits, visits by authors, professional authors and 

theatre groups 

 Science – use of the school grounds (see Appendix 4), visits to the 

Science Learning Centre 

 Mathematics – use of shape in the local environment, data handling 

 History – museum visits 

 Geography – use of the locality for fieldwork 

 Art and Design – art gallery visits, use of the locality 

 PE – range of sporting fixtures, extra-curricular activities, visits by 

specialist coaches 

 Music – range of specialist music teaching, extra curricular activities, 

concerts. 



 Design and Technology – visits to design centres 

 RE – visits to local centres of worship, visits by local clergy 

We also have regular visits from local police officers and health workers.  

These visits support the personal, social and health education of our children.  

Local religious leaders may be asked to take assemblies in the course of the 

school year.  We do this with the full agreement of the governing body. 

 

Residential Activities 

Children in Upper key Stage 2 have the opportunity to take part in a 

residential visit.  This activity is in a week during the school term and 

linked to the National Curriculum.  A charge is made for board and lodging, 

insurance, travel and specialist instruction for certain activities.   

The residential visit enables children to take part in outdoor and adventure 

activities as part of their PE work.  We undertake this visit only with the 

agreement of the LA and governors.  All specialist activities are undertaken 

with qualified instructors. 

Appendices: 

1. Ratios and Supervision – LA recommended staffing levels for day 

and overnight visits. 

2. Risk Assessment and Risk Management Record 

3. Risk Assessment to be carried out with children 

4. Examples of Science LOtC 
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Framwellgate Moor Primary School 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS AND OUTDOOR LEARNING 

ACTION PLAN 

Priority Activity / Action Timescale Outcome Resources Evaluation 

EdVOL Policy Completed RL to complete the policy and 

action plan. 

July 2017 

 

Policy updates completed   Policy complete June 

2017 

Staff training  / planning 

new curriculum – whole school 

Staff to identify opportunities 

for Educational Visits and 

Outdoor Learning. 

July 2017 Staff will incorporate 

ideas from training into 

their planning 

Training 

courses  

 

Training booked and 

ongoing – July 2017   

 

Staff training - individual Linked to PM targets, staff will 

undertake additional training 

if required 

July 2017 Training will impact 

upon learning and 

teaching.  Staff will be 

given time in staff 

meetings to feedback to 

staff. 

Training 

course booklet 

Supply cover 

Staff 

meeting time 

Course Evaluation 

Residential Visit planned and 

booked 

Rw to book visit to Robin Wood, 

Cumbria.  Send home letters 

and hold meeting for parents.   

March 2017 Residential visit 

completed.  Children’s 

feedback sought to aid 

future planning. 

X2/3 staff for 

visit = 

supply cover. 

Robin Wood – 

successful and to 

continue with this 

venue. 

 


