
Year 3 Autumn Newsletter 2018 

Year 3 teacher: Miss Clark Support staff: Mrs Thompson & Ms Truby 

We hope that your child has settled well into year 3 and continues to do so. It is a pleasure 

to be teaching them this year and we’re looking forward to this year ahead with a wonderful 

class. 

Here are some of the things that we will be doing during the autumn term in year 3: 

English 

Over the year we will be reading a range of books that link with our topic work. We are 

currently reading a book called ‘Stone Age Boy’ and as we read each book we will be 

exploring a range of writing styles e.g. descriptions, stories, instructions, reports, letters, 

postcards. We will also be beginning our spelling and phonics groups, where pupils have a 

directed time of focus on spelling.  

Maths 

During the autumn term, there is a focus on number and place value, where pupils explore 

numbers; what makes a number, representing numbers in different ways and identifying 

numbers. The second unit is addition and subtraction, where pupils put into practice their 

number and place value understanding, into + and – calculations, problems and challenges.  

Science 

Our science topics this term are humans + animals and forces + magnets. In our humans and 

animals’ topic we explore; what nutrition humans need to stay alive, what humans are 

made of; bones, muscles and organs and their functions. In our forces and magnets topic we 

will develop our understanding of; different types of forces, what magnets are, how they 

work and the effect of forces and magnets in our everyday lives.  

History 

We are learning about the Stone Age to Iron Age in history this term; we discover when the 

Stone Age was in time, cave paintings, life in the Stone Age, Stone Age to Bronze Age, 

inventions, Bronze Age to Iron Age and how all of this has impacted on our lives today, 

looking at the similarities and differences between the different time periods.   

PE 

We have PE every Friday afternoon, where pupils receive specialist coaching from Simply 

Sport. They will be developing their skills and techniques across different sports through a 

variety of games and activities.  

 

 

 



Computing 

Our computing lessons during the first half term will focus on e-safety - password 

protection, staying safe online and cyberbullying; using the internet – google and searching; 

alongside pupils learning basic computer skills – logins, using word documents, creating 

presentations and using technology during lessons. 

Art 

In art we are focusing on a range of skills, as we follow an autumn theme. We will be using a 

range of medias (pencil, coloured pencil, pastels, paints, watercolours and collage over the 

year, developing pupils’ artistic skills and confidence with different art materials.  

Music 

This year, pupils have the exciting opportunity to learn guitar! They will have weekly lessons 

with an experienced guitar teacher where they are taught to play the guitar, learn to read 

music and create music together.  

French 

Over the year pupils learn a range of new French topics, developing their French vocabulary 

and fluency.  

 

Homework 

Homework will be given out on a Thursday to be returned on a Tuesday. Pupils will receive; 

reading, maths and spelling homework. 

Reading record books 

Every pupil has a reading record book that goes between home and school, to keep a record 

of what they are reading and how often they are reading. We ask that pupils bring in their 

book every day to show the progress they are making, for this they receive a sticker on their 

bookmark. Once pupils have completed their bookmark they get a reward prize from Mrs 

Smith.  

Online activities 

Here are a few websites that we will be using in school that pupils are able to access at 

home: 

www.framprimary.durham.dbprimary.com – our school learning page – pupils can access 

games, see their rewards, complete homework and email their peers at school. 

www.ttrockstars.com – Times Table Rockstars – pupils can practice their times tables, 

challenge themselves, play against friends and win rewards.  

 

 

http://www.framprimary.durham.dbprimary.com/
http://www.ttrockstars.com/


 

 


