
Welcome back! I hope you have all had a fabulous summer holiday and are feeling fresh and ready for the 

new academic year ahead! I am very excited to now be Year 6 class teacher here at Framwellgate Moor 

Primary School and believe that both Year 5 and 6 pupils have settled well into their classes. If you have 

any questions or wish to contact me, please do not hesitate to do so via the school office.  

We are very excited to announce that our topic this term is Exploration.  In English sets, the children have 

started a new class book, Trapped in the Ice by Michael McCurdy, linked to this theme and are very keen 

to learn more in other subject areas. If you have any treasures linked to exploration (photographs, family 

keep sakes etc), that you don’t mind sharing with our class, please feel free to send them in (clearly 

named). Items like these are a great stimulus for learning.  

 

English: The key objectives are taken from the National Curriculum. This term, we will be reading a 

range of stories, studying their genres, comparing authors’ writing styles and techniques and using these 

in our own work. To begin with this term, we are reading Trapped in the Ice by Michael McCurdy, a 

fictional book based on true events of the famous explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton. Vocabulary, grammar 

and punctuation will be taught through English lessons but also as stand alone sessions with Ms Atkinson.  

Children are also encouraged to practise the cursive handwriting style and now have access to letter join.  

 

Maths: During Autumn term in maths, we will be covering a range of concepts around number and 

place value as well as calculations involving the four operations. Children should become comfortable and 

confident with these skills leading into next term and apply these skills to multi-step problems in context. 

We will also be focusing on mental calculations and encourage children to practise their times tables 

whenever possible.  

Children have been given their logins for Rock Star Maths, which we encourage children to use regularly 

to improve their skills linked to multiplication facts. 

 

Science: During the first half term, children in Year 6 will be studying Earth and Space, exploring our 

solar systems and beyond.  

 

History and Geography: In both subjects we will be focusing on Exploration. We aim to discover 

explorers, past and present, investigating their journeys and how they navigated the globe. 

 

Art and DT: Within art, children will be investigating the amazing work of David Hockney, building upon 

their painting skills. In DT, we will be materials and creating unique space buggies.  

 

Computing: This term children will be learning to use logical reasoning and skills from last year to build 

simple algorithms and combine software on a range of digital devices to code effectively.   
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Music and French: Mrs Curry and Mrs Raine will continue to provide Music and French lessons on 

Thursday afternoons. 

PE: On Friday afternoons children will be swimming and taking part in PE lessons linked to team games. 

Children must have outdoor shoes in school on that day. It would be beneficial if trainers could be name 

labelled and could be left in school for the whole term. Children could also bring a pair of socks if 

required. PE kits will continue to be provided by the school. 

 

RE: The curriculum will follow the Durham agreed syllabus and explore the beliefs of a range of 

religions and how they are expressed and why they are important to people.  

 

PSHCE: Our Rights Respecting work will continue to run throughout all elements of school life.  

 

Homework:  

Maths homework will usually be online on either https://ttrockstars.com/ or framprimary-

durham.secure-db-primary.com. If your child has any problems accessing these sites at home, we can 

allow time in school for the task to be completed.  

English homework will be reading comprehension focused and children will be given the relevant text 

and questions in their homework file. Please ensure that this is completed in their homework book.  

Spellings will be sent home weekly along with English and Maths homework and will be tested in 

English lessons, usually on Wednesdays.  

 

Homework file: All children have been given a homework file, which includes a reading book and 

passwords for school online systems. Please note, children are welcome to read their own books from 

home. Please encourage your children to read regularly—this is extremely important. 

 

Library: Children may also choose a library book. It is your child’s responsibility to return this for a new 

book on a Wednesday or a Friday.  

 

Please don’t forget: 

 Reading books and homework files to be brought to school daily  

 PE shoes are needed every Friday  

 Maths homework and spellings will be set every Thursday and must be returned/completed by a 

Tuesday 

 English comprehension homework will be sent home every Monday and must be returned the 

following Monday. 

Thank you for your continued help and support with your child’s learning. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me via the school office.  
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