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What we will be learning this term: 

English: The key objectives for English are taken from the new National Curriculum. This term, we will be completing 
the following units: 

Narrative: The Spiderwick Chronicles; European Tales, Across the Roman Wall 

Non-Fiction: non-chronological report; recount 

Speaking and listening will be developed through role-play, drama, discussion and group work. Vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation will be taught throughout all units.  

Reading will be based on short stories by different authors, longer narratives and non -fiction texts linked to Romans.   
Children will read as a group, on a regular basis, and discuss aspects of the text.  In addition to this, children will 
read levelled Oxford reading books, on a regular basis, to help improve reading fluency. These can be accessed via 
the Oxford Reading Buddy website and we have additional books in school.  Although children will not have the 
opportunity to visit the school library at present, there are a wide range of books for children to enjoy in our class 
library. Many of these books, children will be able to bring home on a daily basis.  Confident readers can enjoy these 
independently but this can also be a great opportunity for you to enjoy reading with your child.  Free reading is not 
only very enjoyable but is essential for developing vocabulary.   
Reading homework for the first half of the term will be to complete at least one book and quiz on Oxford Reading 
Buddy each week. Some books may be longer and require more than one week but children must complete a quiz to 
show their understanding of the book before moving on to another.   

Spellings: pupils will be following our spelling scheme which enables children to learn spelling patterns, helped by a 
variety of spelling strategies. Quite a lot of work will be completed in class but children will also bring home spellings 
every Thursday and be tested (usually)on a Tuesday.  Initially, work will focus on recapping on previous learning to 
ensure children can apply rules within independent work.  

Handwriting:  most children will be expected to write in the cursive handwriting style throughout the year.  Regular 
practice in class will provide children with the opportunity to practise but additional practise can also be sent home 
if requested. 

Mathematics: Objectives for this term taken from the new National Curriculum. The keys strands of the curriculum 
are ‘Number and Place Value’, ‘Addition and Subtraction’, ‘Multiplication and Division’ and ‘Measure’.   

We have started the term with some revision of arithmetic strategies in order that children can apply them to help 
learn multiplication tables throughout the year.  It is hoped that Year 4 children will know all their tables by the end 
of the year so regular practice is encouraged in order that children can gain the confidence to recall a variety of 
facts with increasing speed. 

Homework will be set on DB primary and may take the form of an interactive activity or short task.  Again, this will 
be set on a Thursday and should be completed for the following Tuesday. Children have access to ‘Rockstar Maths’ 
which should be accessed regularly.  Some children may prefer to access the Daily 10 Website (see below) where 
there is opportunity to try different multiplication tables within a variety of time limits.  
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10 

Science:   During the first half of the term, children will be studying teeth and the digestive system. Following that, 
children will be studying changing state.  

History: (2nd Half Term) Our key question in history is ‘Why did the Romans march through Durham?’ Children will 
be developing their sense of chronology by locating various events on a timeline, using a variety of sources to work 
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out what life was like in Roman Britain and developing their understanding of the impact of the Romans on our lives 
today. 

Geography: (1st Half Term) Our unit this term is, “What can we discover about Europe?”  Children will be extending 
their locational knowledge and researching the physical geography of Europe before studying the life of people in 
some European countries. 

Art (1st Half Term):  Children will be learning about proportion and shading techniques to produce a self-portrait in 
pencil.  They will then study the portrait work of different European artists and use different media to produce 
portraits in a similar style.    

DT (2nd Half Term): Textiles work to create a book sleeve. 

Computing: children will use coding to create a variety programs including Scratch to create an animation.  
Focused work on Microsoft packages will provide a basis for use in other subject areas.  Internet safety will be taught 
throughout the year. 

PE:  This term, children have P.E. on a Thursday and Friday.  Please ensure that children have trainers for these 
sessions.  As the weather becomes colder, they may also wish to bring a sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms to wear 
over their school P.E. kit when outside.   

RE: Children will be covering the following units: ‘How and why do religious people show care for others?’ and ‘Why 
do Christians call Jesus the light of the world?’ 

French:   Mrs. Raine will come to school to teach the children French on a Thursday afternoon. 

Music: Mrs. Curry will teach music this year, also on a Thursday afternoon. 

PSHE: In the first part of the term, we will focus on the theme of ‘Resilience’. 

 

How you can help at home/Extra Information:  

Please could you encourage your child to read regularly.  If you hear your child read aloud, please could you sign 
their reading record book, adding a comment if you wish.  If your child is reading chapter books and prefers to read 
independently, please could you sign and date their record book: again, feel free to add any comments. House points 
and bookmark stickers will be given to the children for their reading efforts each time a record book is returned. 

Useful Websites: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum (National Curriculum) 
 
http://www.ictgames.com/(Maths) 
 
http://www.wldps.com/gordons/(Maths) 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/ (English, maths and science) 
 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/ (All subjects) 
 
 

The children have settled well into the new school routine and work in class.  Thank you for your continued help and 
support with your child’s learning. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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