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What we will be learning this term: 

English: The key objectives for English are taken from the new National Curriculum. This term, we will be completing 
the following units: 

Narrative: The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Phillip Pullman; Escape from Pompeii by Christina Balit (short story) 

Non-Fiction: non-chronological report on Roman entertainment; persuasive writing linked to fireworks; news recount 
volcanic eruptions. 

Poetry: study of different forms of poetry and a range of poets; performance poetry. 

Speaking and listening will be developed through role-play, drama, discussion and group work. Vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation will be taught throughout all units.  In the first part of the Spring term, there will be some 
additional grammar activities to recap on, and embed, previous learning. 

Whole class reading will focus on the texts identified above.  In addition, children will read as a group, on a regular 
basis. We are now using the levelled Oxford reading books (fiction and non-fiction), on a regular basis, to help 
improve reading fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.  These can be accessed via the Oxford Reading Buddy 
website and we have additional books in school.  Allocated individual levels may be different to those studied as a 
group where the focus is on group discussion.  There are an increasingly wide range of books for children to enjoy in 
our class library. Many of these books, children will be able to bring home on a daily basis.  Confident readers can 
enjoy these independently but this can also be a great opportunity for you to enjoy reading with, or to, your child.  
Free reading is not only very enjoyable but is also important for developing fluency, vocabulary and understanding. 
We often discuss and share recommendations in class so that children can continue to expand their reading 
repertoire, drawing on advice from their peers. 
 
Reading homework will be set each week; this could be an online activity or a selected book with questions/activities.  
Again, this provides children with the opportunity to experience a range of genres and authors and to develop 
reading skills. 

Spellings: pupils will continue to follow our spelling scheme which enables children to learn spelling patterns, helped 
by a variety of spelling strategies. Quite a lot of work will be completed in class but children will also bring home 
spellings every Thursday and be tested (usually) on a Tuesday.  Children discuss and mark their own spellings so 
that they can correct and learn from any errors.  Throughout the year, previously learned spelling rules and patterns 
will also be revised.  Each week, the children will be given two common exception words to learn so that, over time, 
they will be able to spell these words accurately.  When children are using learned spelling patterns and spelling 
common words accurately in their own work, this is the greatest evidence of successful learning. 

Handwriting:  most children will be expected to write in the cursive handwriting style throughout the year.  Regular 
practice in class will provide children with the opportunity to practise but additional practice can also be sent home 
if requested. 

Mathematics: Objectives for this term taken from the new National Curriculum are: Multiplication and Division, 
Fractions; Geometry – area and perimeter.   

We continue to help and encourage children to learn multiplication tables.  Regular practice is encouraged in order 
that children can gain the confidence to recall a variety of facts with increasing speed. ‘Little and often’ is still the 
best way to learn, either with a parent or using one of the online options set in previous homework tasks.  It is 
important that children learn the multiplication fact e.g. 6 x 4 = 24, not just count up in 4s.  Once they are familiar 
with the facts in order, they then need to recall random calculations. 
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For those who can recall all multiplication tables, the focus now is on increasing speed of recall and recalling division 
facts.  These children can also challenge themselves by applying their knowledge to solve increasingly difficult 
multiplication calculations mentally by partitioning numbers. E.g.  19 x 7 = 20 x 7 – 7 or 10 x 7 + 9 x 7. 

Other important areas of recall for mental maths include quick recall of addition and subtraction facts. 

Science:   After completing our work on ‘changing state’, children will be studying the science of sound in the first 
half term and then electricity in the second.   

History: (Ist Half Term) We continue to learn about the Romans in Britain and daily life in Roman times.   

Geography: (2nd Half Term) Our unit this term is, “Why does Italy ‘shake, rattle and roar?” Following on from our 
topic on Europe last term, we will be focusing on the geography of Italy which will include studying volcanoes and 
Earthquakes. 

Art (1st Half Term):  Children will be developing painting skills, focusing on the artist Cezanne. 

DT (2nd Half Term): Textiles work to create a book sleeve (Food Technology was covered in Autumn term). 

Computing: Children will be following the D.A.R.E.S computing curriculum which is a project-based approach, this 
term they will focus on ‘Sound’ using Garage Band. 

PE:  This term, children have P.E. on a Thursday and Friday.  Please ensure that children have trainers for Thursday 
sessions.  For the first half term, the Thursday P.E. session will be gymnastics. Once they are outside again, they may 
still want to bring a sweatshirt and tracksuit bottoms to wear over their school P.E. kit.  Children will continue with 
swimming at Freeman’s Quay on Friday mornings. 

RE: Children will be covering the following units: ‘What do Christians believe about Jesus?’ 

French:   Mrs. Raine will come to school to teach the children French on a Thursday afternoon.  The topic this term 
is animals. 

Music: Mrs. Curry will teach music this year, also on a Thursday afternoon. 

PSHE: Year 4 will be taking part in The Decider Life Skills, which are a set of skills to support young people’s mental 
health and emotional wellbeing. 

How you can help at home/Extra Information:  

It is great to see many children enjoying our class library.  Please encourage your child to read regularly, either 
independently or with an adult.  Practising any area of mental maths is also a great way to help your child.  The 
Daily 10 site listed below provides all sorts of examples of questions to practise at a variety of levels. 

Useful Websites: 
 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum (National Curriculum) 
http://www.ictgames.com/(Maths) 
http://www.wldps.com/gordons/(Maths) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/ (English, Maths and Science) 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/ (All subjects) 
 
 
Happy New Year to you all.  Thank you for your continued help and support with your child’s learning. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
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