Framwellgate Moor Primary School

Prevent Polic Y

Protecting Children from Extremism and Radicalisation

Schools have a vital vole to play tn protecting children and young people from the risks of
extremisim and radicalization. This role Ls wnderpinned by the Counter Tervorism and
Seeurity Act (2015) to have due regard to the need to prevent people from belng drawn
lnto tervorism.

The Prevent Strategy, published by the Government tn 2011 is part of an overall counter
terrorism strategy CONTEST. The atwm of the Prevent strategy is to reduce the threat to the
UK from terrorism by stopping people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism
activity. This has raised a specific need to safeguard children, young people and families
from violent extremism and tervorism. Natlonally, theve have been situations in which
extremist groups have attempted to vadicalise vulnerable childven and young people to hold
gxtreme views. Such views Lwatuoiejustifgiw@ political, religious, sexist or vacist violence,
or to steer individuals into a rigid and narvow tdeology that s either vocal or active
opposition to fundamental British values including embracing diversity and mutual
respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.

Framwellgate Moor Primary School is fully committed to safeguarding and promoting
the welfare of all children and Young people who we worle with. As a childeare provider we
recognise that safeguarding against radicalisation s no different from safeguarding
against any other vulnerability.

ALL staff are expected to uphold and promote the fundamental principles of British values,
including democracy, the rule of Law, individual Liberty and mutual vespect, and
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.

Framwellgate Moor Primary School values freedom of speech and the expression of beliefs /
tdeology as fundamental rights wunderpinning our society’s values. Children, young
people and all childeare workers have the right to speak freely and voice their opinions
however, freedom comes with responsibility and free speech that is designed to manipulate
the vulnerable or that Leads to viclence ano/or harm of others goes against the moral



principles in which freedom of speech is valued. Free speech is not an ungualified privilege;
it {s subject to Laws and policies governing equality, human rights, community safety
and community cohesion.

The current threat from tervorism bn the Lnited Kingdom may inelude the explottation of
vulnernble people, to bnvolve them tn tervorism or bn activity tn support of terrorism. The
normalisation of extreme views may also make children and Young people vulnerable to
future manipulation and explottation. Framwellgate Moor Primary School Ls clear that
this exploitation and radicalisation shoulo be viewed as a safeguarding concern.

Framwellgate Moor Primary School seeks to protect children and young people against the
messages of all violent extremisim bncluding, but not restricted to, those Linked to (slamist
Ldeology, Far Right, Neo Nazil or white Supremacist Leology, lrish Nationalist and
Loyalist paramilitary groups or extremist Animal Rights movements.

Links to other policies
Policy Statement Links to the following policies:
e Safeguarding
* Equality and Discrimination Policy
o Aunti-Bullying Policy
® Positive Behaviour Policy

Alms and Principles

To ensure all childeare staff ave awave of the Prevent Strategy and are able to protect
children and young people who are vulinerable or at visk of being radicalised by working
alongsiole other professional bodies and agencies to ensure that individuals are safe from
hoarm.

The principle objectives are that:
o ALl staff working or volunteering within a chiloeare setting will:
» Have an understanding of what radicalisation and extremism are and whyy we
need to be vigilant tn a childeare setting.
» Kunow what the childeare provider policy is on safeguarding from radicalisation
and extremism and will follow the policy whew issues arise.
o All parents will know that the childeare provider has policies in place to keep children
and Young people safe from harm and that the childeare provider regularly reviews its
systems to ensure they are appropriate and effective.

pefinitions

o Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism
anol extremism Leading to tervorism (Appendix 1).

o Extremism s defined by Govermment in the prevent strategy as: Vocal or active
opposition to fundamental British values, ineluding democracy, the rule of law,
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individual Liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs.
Also tnclude tn the definition of extremism calls for the death of wembers of our
armed forces (Appendix 1).

o Terroriswm is defined by Government as “The use of violence in order to accomplish
political, religious or spcial objectives”. Tervorism s a eriminal act that influences
an audience beyond the immedinte victim. Bffectiveness is not the act itself but the
bmpact on Government and the public.

Procedures for refervals
Keeping children and young people safe from these visks (s a safeguarding matter and
should be approached tn the same way as safeguarding childven from other risks.

Although sertous tncloents tnvolving radicalisation have not occurved at Framwellgate
Mooy Primma School and although the visk s minbmal in Couw’cg Durham, Lt is
bmportant for us to be vigilant and remain informed about the issues which affect visks to
the provision. All staff arve veminded to dispel belief that instances of radicalisation ‘coulot
not happen here'.

When any menmber of staff has concerns that a chilo or Young person may be at visk of
radicalisation or involvement in tervorism, they should speak with the schools Stngle
Polnt of Contact (SPOC) for safeguarding pupils from radicalisation and tnvolvement in
tervorism. They will be responstble for vefering any concerns to the Police Prevent Team
who will assess whether the puptl may be at visk of radicalisation, and where relevant, for
referving the child to the Channel Panel (Appendix 2).

The SPOC for Framwellgate Moor Primary School are:
Durham Police Prevent Team - Telephone 0191 2752224 — Email:
H®spectalbranch@duwrham pruinpolice.ukle

Risk reduction

The school Management Team, Boarol of Governors and the Designated Safeguarding
Lead will assess the Level of risk within the school and put actions in place to reduce any
Ldentified risks.

Childven and young people are regularly taught about how to stay safe when using the
internet and are encouraged to vecognise that people are not always who they say they are
online. They are taught to seek adult help if they are upset or concerned about anything
they read or see on the tnternet.

staff Tratning

The school will ensure that staff have ‘due regard to the need to prevent people from betng
draww tnto tervorism’. They arve aware of the threats, risks and vulnerabilities that are
linked to radicalisation and they understand the signs that someone may be vulnerable
to vadicalisation.


mailto:HQspecialbranch@durham.pnn.police.uk

Training may be undertaiken via a briefing, e-learning or a face to face workshop to raise
awareness of Prevent (WRAP) session.

Policy Review
This policy statement will be reviewed annually as part of the overall Child Protection and
Sofeguarding policy review.



Appendix 1

ndieators of Vulnernbility to Radicalisation

1.

Radicalisation vefers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism
and forms of extremism leading to tervorism.

Extremisim is defined by the Government in the Prevent Strategy as: Vocal or
active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of
law, individual Liberty anod mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and
beliefs. wWe also tnclude tn our definition of extremisim calls for the denth of
menbers of our armed forees, whether in this country or oversens.

Extremdisim is defined by the Crown Prosecution Service as:
The demonstiation of unacceptable behaviour by using any means or medium to
express views which:

* Encournge, justify or glorify terrorist violence in furtherance of particular
beliefs;

® Stek to provoke others to tervorist acts;

® EBucournge other serlous criminal activity or seek to provoke others to serious
criminal acts; or

® Foster hatred which might lead to inter-community vielence in the UK.

There Ls no such thing as a “typical extremist”: those who become tnvolved in
extremist actions come from a range of backgrounds and experiences, and most
ndividuals, even those who hold radical views, oo not becowme involved in violent
extremist activity.

Pupils may become susceptible to vadicalisation through a range of soctal, personal
anol environmental factors - it Is known that violent extremists exploit
vulnerabilities in individuals to drive a wedge between them anol thelr families
anol communities. [t s vital that childeare provider staff arve able to vecognise those
vulnerabilities.

ndicators of \/uLwembLL’Ltg nelude:

tolentity Crisis — the student / pupll is distanced from their cultwral / religious
heritage and experiences discomfort about thelr place in soclety;

Personal Crisls — the student / pupll may be experiencing family tensions; a sense
of tsolation; and Low self-esteem; they may have dissoctated from thelr existing
friendship group and become tnvolved with a new and different group of friends;
they may be searching for answers to questions about identity, faith and
belonging;

Personal Cireumstances - migration; Local community tensions; and events
affecting the student / pupil’s country or reglon of origin may contribute to a

5



sense of grievance that is triggered by personal experience of racism or
discrimination or aspects o{ Government poLch;

WUnimet Aspirations - the student / pupil may have perceptions of injustice; a
feeling of fatlure; rejection of clvie Life;

Experiences of Criminality - including involvement with eriiminal groups,
Lmprisonment, and poor resettlement / veintegration;

ndividual Needs -~ students / pupils may experience difficulties with social
interaction, empathy with others, understanding the consequences of thelr actions
and awareness of the motivations of others.

Howevey, this list is not exhaustive, nor does it mean that all young people
expertencing the above are at visk of vadicalisation for the purposes of violenmt
extremism.

More critical visk factors coulol binclude:

o  Belng ln contact with extremist recruiters;

® Accessing violent extremist websites, especially those with a soctal networking
element;

® Possessing or accessing violent extremist Literature;

*  Using extremist nartives and a global ideology to explain personal
disaovantage;

Justifying the use of violence to solve societal tssues;
e Joining or seeking to join extremist organisations;
o Significant changes to appearance and / or behaviour; and

o Experiencing a high level of social isolation resulting in issues of Loentity
crisis and / or personal crisis.



Appendix 2
Roles and Responsibilities of the Stngle Polnt of Contact (SPOC)

The SPOC for Framwellgate Moor Primary School are Durham Police Prevent Team, who
ave vesponstble for:

* Ensuring that staff of the childeare provider are aware that You are the SPOC in
relation to pmtect’m@ studewts/pl/qaits from vadicalisation ano nvolvement tn
tevrorism;

o Maintaining and applying a good understanding of the relevant guidance in
velation to preventing students/pupils from becoming tnvolved in terrorism, ano
protecting them from radicalisation by those who support terrorism or forms of
extremism which Lead to tervorism;

* Raising awareness about the role anol responstbilities of Framwellgate Moor
Primary School in relation to protecting students/pupils from radicalisation and
bnvolvement in tervorism;

* Raising awareness within the childceare provider about the safeguarding processes
velating to protecting students/pupils from radicalisation and bnvolvement tn
tevvorism;

® Acting as the first point of contact within the childeare provider for case
discussions relating to students / pupils who may be at visk of radicalisation or
nvolved tn terrorisma;

e Collating relevant information in relation to vefervals of vulnerable students /
PuUpils into the Channel® process; and

o Attending Channel meetings, where necessary, to support assessment and
Lntervention.

* Channel Ls a multi-agency approach to provide support to individuals who are at visk of
being draww nto tervorist related activity. Channel atms to:

o Establish an effective multi-angency referval and intervention process to Loentify
vulnerable individuals;

o Safeguard individuals who might be vulinerable to being radicalised, so that they
are wot at risk of belng drawn into tervorist-related activity; and



o Provide early intervention to protect and divert people away from the risks they
face and reduce vulnerability.
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